SHOULD   CRITICS   PAY   FOR   THEIR   SEATS?
tempt for his efforts may injure his business. If, how-
ever, within reasonable and unprejudiced limits, the
critic criticises it is obvious that a manager cannot
object; for he has bidden him come to the theatre for
that purpose. As for a critic paying for his seat, I dare
say many a manager would rejoice if he would; for the
sending of one and often two seats to a multitude of
Press representatives makes a serious hole in the
receipts for a first night. But' Custom* is a plea wisely
admitted by law, and custom decrees that dramatic
critics and art critics and literary critics shall be supplied
with material for criticism free. And let me not forget
Leonardo da Vinci's wise dictum: "One may learn
much from one's enemies,"
The Exile did not attract. Indeed, it met with what
the papers call "a mixed reception." After all, the
spectacle of the last phase of the Eagle chained to his
rock, subject to the petty persecutions which the
Administration under the Lord Bathurst of his day
permitted Sir Hudson Lowe to inflict upon his charge,
reflects little credit upon us Britons; and I could not
help guessing at the feelings of the present Lord
Bathurst, who came to see our play and complimented
us upon the exactitude of the scene representing a view
over the ocean as seen from Napoleon's house at Long-
wood. I was happy in the association of many old
friends in the cast, Brandon Thomas, Haviland,
Michael Sherbrooke, Herbert .Sleath, Mary Rorke.
Both my wife and my sister, May Harvey, played
important and charming parts.
A few vacant weeks, before starting upon a provincial
tour of the large cities, gave me the opportunity of
playing yet again with Mrs. Patrick Campbell at the
New Theatre in an adaptation of Sudermann's Er lebe
das lebeny in which she had made a pronounced success
in America. It was a joy to be associated with so great
an actress even for a few weeks. What is the element in
the administration of the British Theatre which allows
its greatest artist to drift about in foreign lands?